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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
 

CRAFTWOOD LUMBER COMPANY v. INTERLINE BRANDS, INC., Case No. 11-CV-4462 
 

NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION AND PROPOSED SETTLEMENT 
 

A federal court authorized this notice.   

If you were sent fax advertisements from Interline Brands, Inc.,  
you may be entitled to a payment from a class action settlement. 

 
PLEASE READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY.  IT IS ABOUT  

YOUR RIGHT TO SHARE IN THE SETTLEMENT PROCEEDS. 
 
 
I. A PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF THIS CASE HAS BEEN PRELIMINARILY APPROVED 

BY THE COURT 
 
A settlement has been reached in this class action lawsuit against Defendants Interline Brands, Inc. 
(“Interline”) about fax advertisements sent by Interline between May 10, 2007, and July 4, 2011.  
The Court presiding over the lawsuit has preliminarily approved the settlement and preliminarily 
certified the Settlement Class defined as: 

[A]ll persons and entities that were subscribers of facsimile telephone numbers 
(i.e., who were the billing party on record with the telephone company) that were sent 
an advertisement (as defined under the Telephone Consumer Protection Act) during the 
period of May 10, 2007 to July 4, 2011 (the “Class Period”), via facsimile (“Fax” and 
collectively the “Faxes”) by or on behalf of Defendants in this Action.  

If you are a class member – a “subscriber” of a fax telephone number to which Interline sent Faxes 
during the “Class Period” – you are entitled to receive a payment from the settlement.  Only subscribers 
of the fax telephone numbers to which Faxes were sent are eligible to be paid, regardless of who else 
used the same fax telephone number.  Before any money is paid, the Court will have a hearing to decide 
whether to give final approval the settlement.  
   

II. WHAT IS THE LAWSUIT ABOUT? 
 

Plaintiff Craftwood Lumber Company (“Plaintiff”) sued Interline alleging that Interline violated the 
Telephone Consumer Protection Act, (“TCPA”) by sending between May 10, 2007, and July 4, 2011, 
via facsimile transmission, unsolicited advertisements and advertisements that do not comply with the 
TCPA’s opt-out notice requirements.   The Faxes promoted products sold by the following Interline 
brands: Hardware Express, Barnett Pro, Barnett Wholesale, Barnett Export, Leran, All Fit, U.S. Lock, 
Maintenance USA, Sexauer, Wilmar and Sunstar.  The TCPA permits a person sent an advertisement in 
violation of the TCPA to bring an action against the sender and recover either its actual damages or 
statutory damages of $500 per facsimile transmission.  Further, the TCPA provides that the Court may in 
its discretion increase the statutory damages up to a maximum of $1,500 per fax transmission if the 
plaintiff proves that the defendant willfully and/or knowingly violated the TCPA. 
 
Interline denies it violated the TCPA and the Court has not decided who is right.  Interline will 
vigorously defend the lawsuit if the proposed settlement is not approved.  Interline has agreed to settle 
this action to avoid the costs and uncertainties of litigation. Plaintiff has agreed to settle because it 
believes that the settlement is in the best interests of the Settlement Class and conveys substantial 
benefits to class members. 
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III.   WHO REPRESENTS YOU? 
 

The Court has appointed Scott Z. Zimmermann of the Law Offices of Scott Z. Zimmermann and C. 
Darryl Cordero of Payne & Fears LLP as lead Settlement Class Counsel, and Frank F. Owen of Frank 
Owen & Associates P.C., and Charles R. Watkins of Guin, Stokes & Evans LLP, as Settlement Class 
Counsel.  You are free to retain your own attorney at your expense to represent you should you wish to 
do so.   
 

IV. WHAT DOES THE SETTLEMENT PROVIDE? 
 

After extensive negotiations, including mediations before three different impartial mediators, the parties 
have reached a proposed settlement of the lawsuit. Under the settlement, Interline will pay Settlement Class 
members $40 million, less costs of class notice and settlement administration expenses; attorneys’ fees (not 
to exceed 30% of the gross settlement payment) and litigation-related costs to Settlement Class Counsel; 
and an incentive award, if any, awarded to Plaintiff for its service in the case (not to exceed $25,000). The 
amount of attorneys’ fees and costs to Settlement Class Counsel and incentive award to Plaintiff will be 
decided at the “Final Approval Hearing” discussed in greater detail later in this notice.  Settlement Class 
Counsel and Plaintiff have prosecuted the case for more than 3½ years without compensation.   

 
The net settlement payment (the “Members’ Payment Amount”) will be distributed to Settlement Class 
members.  A Settlement Class member will be awarded one share (“Share”) for each Fax transmission 
sent to the class member as determined by the Claims Administrator from Interline’s records or 
satisfactory proof of additional transmissions timely submitted by the class member.  Each Share entitles 
a class member to be paid the dollar sum achieved by dividing the Members’ Payment Amount by the 
total number of Shares awarded all class members.   

 
Each class member who is entitled to receive payment of $600 or more must provide an IRS Form W-9 
no later than March 9, 2015.  If an IRS Form W-9 is not signed, satisfactorily completed and timely 
provided, the class member will have its, his or her payment subject to withholding as required by the 
then-existing rules and regulations of the Internal Revenue Service.  

 
Each class member (except a class member who has obtained proper and timely exclusion from the 
Settlement Class; see below) will release Interline and related persons and entities from any and all 
claims and causes of action, including without limitation under the TCPA, whether currently known or 
unknown, arising from or relating solely to the transmission of the Faxes (the “Released Claims”). 
 

V. HOW MANY FAXES MAY HAVE BEEN SENT TO YOU? 
 

Interline’s records reflect most, but not all, transmissions of the Faxes.  If you are a class member and do 
nothing, you will be mailed a settlement check based on the information contained in Interline’s records, 
including names and addresses, associated fax telephone numbers, and the number of transmissions of 
Faxes sent to fax telephone numbers.  It is possible you received a Fax from Interline during the Class 
Period not reflected on Interline’s records.  If you did not previously receive a Notice of Class Action 
and Proposed Settlement from the Claims Administrator regarding this settlement, this likely indicates 
that Interline’s records do not reflect that you were sent a Fax from it during the Class Period.  If you 
received a Fax from Interline during the Class Period, you are entitled to submit proof to the Claims 
Administrator that you were sent Faxes, such as copies of Faxes with transmission legends or fax logs 
reflecting Faxes sent by Interline. You must mail or fax any such proof, together with a signed and 
completed Class Member Information Form (the last two pages of this notice) providing, among other 
things, your name, your current address, telephone number and email address, and your fax telephone 
number(s) during the Class Period, to the Claims Administrator so that it is post-marked or received 
no later than March 9, 2015 to the following address or fax number: Craftwood v. Interline Claims 
Administrator, P.O. Box 43328, Providence, RI  02940, 1-866-508-1042.  If the Claims Administrator 
determines your proof is timely submitted and satisfactory (the decision of the Claims Administrator is 
final), you will be credited with additional Faxes as determined by the Claims Administrator.  If you do 
not timely submit satisfactory proof of additional Faxes, payment will be based on Interline’s records. 
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VI. WHAT ARE YOUR OPTIONS? 
 

Option # 1 - Do Nothing:  If you chose to do nothing, you will be member of the Settlement Class and 
be bound by all determinations or judgments in the lawsuit and release the Released Claims, and you 
will receive payment for Faxes, if any, sent to your facsimile telephone number, as reflected in 
Interline’s records (subject to withholding as required by the then-existing IRS rules and regulations, if 
you are otherwise entitled to a payment of $600 or more).  If you did not previously receive a Notice of 
Class Action and Proposed Settlement from the Claims Administrator (or your Class Member 
Information Form otherwise does not contain payee and address information), and you do nothing, you 
will not receive any payment. 
 
Option # 2 – Submit a Class Member Information Form and/or Submit Proof of Additional Faxes:  
A Class Member Information Form is contained in the last two pages of this notice.  You can use it to 
provide no later than March 9, 2015, your name, current address, telephone number and email address 
and fax telephone number(s) during the Class Period.  You will receive payment for Faxes as 
determined by the Claims Administrator from Interline’s records and from any timely and satisfactory 
proof of additional Fax transmissions (subject to withholding as required by the then-existing IRS rules 
and regulations, if you are otherwise entitled to a payment of $600 or more and you do not timely 
provide a signed and satisfactorily completed IRS Form W-9), and you will be bound by all 
determinations or judgments in the lawsuit and release the Released Claims.  If you received a Fax 
from Interline and you did not previously receive a Notice of Class Action and Proposed 
Settlement from the Claims Administrator regarding this settlement, unless you send the Claims 
Administrator a completed Class Member Information Form, along with proof that you received 
one or more Faxes from Interline, no later than March 9, 2015, you will not receive any payment 
under this settlement.    

 
Option # 3 - Exclude Yourself:  You may exclude yourself from the Settlement Class.  If you choose 
this option, please follow the directions below and be sure that your request for exclusion is received by 
the Claims Administrator no later than March 9, 2015. Do not request exclusion if you wish to 
participate in the settlement and receive payment under the settlement.  If you timely and validly 
request exclusion from the settlement, you will (a) be excluded from the Settlement Class and not be 
entitled to any payment; (b) not be bound by any determinations or judgments entered in the lawsuit; 
and (c) not release the Released Claims and not be precluded from prosecuting an individual claim, if 
timely, against Interline based on the issues raised in the lawsuit, but you will have to pay your own 
attorneys’ fees and expenses in doing so.    

 
Option # 4 - Object to the Settlement:  If you do not exclude yourself from the Settlement Class, you 
have the right to object to any aspect of the settlement, including the relief provided to class members, the 
requested attorneys’ fees and expenses, and/or the requested incentive award.  If you object, you must file 
and serve objections by following the directions below no later than March 9, 2015.  Even if you object 
to the settlement, you will still be a class member and entitled to a payment from the settlement. 

 
VII. HOW DO YOU EXCLUDE YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT? 
 

To exclude yourself from the settlement, you must make a signed written request for exclusion that 
includes your name and current address, current telephone number and facsimile telephone number(s) 
during May 10, 2007, to July 4, 2011.  Requests for exclusion must be received by the Claims 
Administrator no later than March 9, 2015.   If mailed, the exclusion request must be addressed as 
follows: Craftwood v. Interline Claims Administrator, P.O. Box 43328, Providence, RI  02940.  If faxed, 
the exclusion request must be faxed to 1-866-508-1042. 
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VIII. HOW DO YOU OBJECT TO THE SETTLEMENT? 
 

To be valid and considered by the Court, any objections by you must be submitted in writing, filed with 
the Clerk of the Court – DO NOT MAIL OR ATTEMPT TO FILE DOCUMENTS WITH THE JUDGE; 
THEY MUST BE FILED WITH THE CLERK OF THE COURT – and concurrently served by mail on 
Plaintiff’s counsel by no later than March 9, 2015.  Your objection must include the following:   

 
(a) a Notice of Intention to Appear described herein (if you or someone else representing you intend to 
appear to present your objection); (b) the full name, address and telephone number of the person 
objecting; (c) a statement of membership in the Settlement Class including his, her or its facsimile 
telephone number(s) during the period May 10, 2007, to July 4, 2011; (d)  the name of the person or 
business who was the subscriber, i.e., who was the billing party of record with the telephone company, 
of such facsimile telephone number(s) during such period, and evidence of the same; (e) a statement of 
each objection verified under penalty of perjury; and (f) a written brief detailing the specific reasons, if 
any, for each objection, including any legal and factual support the objector wishes to bring to the 
Court’s attention and any evidence the objector wishes to introduce in support of the objection(s).   

 
If you or someone else representing you intends to appear at the Final Approval Hearing, the Notice of 
Intention to Appear must: (a) state how much time the objector and/or his, her or its attorney anticipates 
needing to present the objection(s); (b) identify by name, address, telephone number, and provide a 
detailed summary of testimony, of all witnesses from whom the objector and/or his, her or its attorney 
intend to present any testimony; and (c) identify all exhibits the objector and/or his, her or its attorney 
intends to offer in support of the objection(s) and attach complete copies of all such exhibits.  Only 
persons who file and serve a Notice of Intention to Appear, or his, her or its attorney identified in the 
Notice of Intention to Appear, may make an appearance or speak at the Final Approval Hearing. 

 
Any objector must be available for deposition within 40 miles of his, her or its residence (if within the 
continental United States, or if not within the continental United States, in Chicago, Illinois) by 
Settlement Class Counsel and/or counsel for Interline within ten business days following the filing of 
the objection, and the objection must include each date within that period when the objector will be 
available and present for deposition. In the event that any class member objects in the manner 
prescribed herein, Plaintiff and Interline shall be entitled to respond to such objections by 
March 16, 2015. 

 
ANY SETTLEMENT CLASS MEMBER WHO DOES NOT OBJECT IN THE WAY DESCRIBED 
ABOVE WILL BE DEEMED TO HAVE WAIVED SUCH OBJECTIONS AND SHALL NOT HAVE 
ANY RIGHT TO OBJECT TO THE FAIRNESS OR ADEQUACY OF THE SETTLEMENT, ANY 
AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES/COSTS, OR ANY AWARD OF INCENTIVE PAYMENT. 

 
An original and one copy of all objections, including any Notice to Appear and all other papers required 
to be submitted, shall be timely filed with the Clerk of the Court at the following address: Clerk of the 
U.S. District Court, 219 S. Dearborn, 20th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604.  Copies of all documents filed with 
the Clerk of the Court must also be concurrently mailed to Plaintiff’s counsel at the following address: 
Eric Kennedy, Payne & Fears LLP, 801 South Figueroa Street, Suite 1150, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 

 
IX. FINAL APPROVAL HEARING 
 

The Court has scheduled a Final Approval Hearing for March 23, 2015 at 8:45 a.m. in Courtroom 1241 
or such other courtroom which may be designated in the United States District Courthouse for the 
Northern District of Illinois, 219 S. Dearborn,  Chicago, IL 60604, for the purpose of deciding whether 
to grant final approval to the Settlement Agreement and to determine the amount of attorneys’ fees and 
expenses to be paid to Settlement Class Counsel and any incentive award to be paid to  Plaintiff.  You 
do not need to attend the Final Approval Hearing to receive a payment under the settlement.  The date 
and time of the Final Approval Hearing may be continued by the Court without further notice.  
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X. HOW CAN YOU GET MORE INFORMATION? 
 

This notice is intended only as a summary of the lawsuit and proposed settlement.  It is not a complete 
statement of the lawsuit or the proposed settlement.  If there is any conflict between this notice and the 
Settlement Agreement, the Settlement Agreement governs.  To obtain additional information regarding 
this settlement you may: (1) call the Claims Administrator at 1-877-863-1540; (2) visit the settlement 
website: www.ibisettlement.com, which includes or will include copies in downloadable format of this 
notice, Class Member Information Form, the Settlement Agreement, the First Amended Complaint filed 
in the lawsuit, the Motion for Preliminary Approval of the Settlement, the Court Order granting 
Preliminary Approval, the Motion for Final Approval of the Settlement, the Motion for Fees and Costs 
and Motion for Incentive Award.  The website will include other important information relating to the 
settlement; or (3) inspect the complete court file at the office of the Clerk of the Court at the United 
States Courthouse, 219 S. Dearborn, 20th Floor, Chicago, IL 60604, or access the court file via PACER 
(information about PACER can be found at the Court’s general website: www.ilnd.uscourts.gov).  

 
DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT, DEFENDANTS OR 

DEFENDANTS’ COUNSEL FOR INFORMATION.  
 
 
 

BY ORDER OF THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS   

 
 
 
 

[CLASS MEMBER INFORMATION FORM AND IRS FORM W-9 FOLLOW] 



 

 

CLASS MEMBER INFORMATION FORM 
Craftwood Lumber Company v. Interline Brands, Inc. 

 
THIS FORM CAN BE USED IF YOU DID NOT PREVIOUSLY RECEIVE A  

NOTICE OF CLASS ACTION AND PROPOSED SETTLEMENT FROM THE CLAIMS 
ADMINISTRATOR INDICATING THAT INTERLINE SENT YOU A FAX AD DURING 

THE CLASS PERIOD, AND YOU HAVE PROOF THAT YOU RECEIVED SUCH A 
FAX AD, OR IT CAN ALSO BE USED IF YOU RECEIVED A NOTICE BUT NO 

LONGER HAVE THE CLAIM MEMBER INFORMATION FORM 
 

YOU MUST COMPLETE, SIGN AND SUBMIT THIS FORM,  
ALONG WITH ANY PROOF THAT YOU RECEIVED A FAX OR FAXES, 

TO THE CLAIMS ADMINISTRATOR BY MARCH 9, 2015   
IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE MONEY UNDER THIS SETTLEMENT. 

 
1. Please provide (1) your fax telephone number(s) during the period May 10, 2007, 

to July 4, 2011; (2) the name of the subscriber for such fax telephone number(s) 
(i.e., who was the billing party on record with the telephone company); and (3) the 
other information requested below:  

 
Fax Telephone Number(s):  _______________________________________________ 

 
Name of Subscriber:  _____________________________________________________ 

 
Current Address:  ________________________________________________________ 

 
Current Telephone Number:  _______________________________________________ 

 
Current Email Address: ________________________________ ___________________ 

 
The Claims Administrator will check to see if Interline’s records show you were sent 
Faxes at the number(s) indicated above, and if the records indicate you did, you will 
automatically be given credit for those Faxes.  If you have any proof you received Faxes 
you should submit it with this form in the event Interline’s records do not show you 
received Faxes.   

 
2. FAXES SENT TO YOU:  If you have proof that Interline sent faxed advertisements 

to the above-listed fax telephone number(s) during the period May 10, 2007, to July 4, 
2011, you are entitled to submit such proof (e.g. copies of the Faxes with transmission 
legend or fax logs showing Faxes sent by Interline) along with this Form, no later than 
March 9, 2015.  Please state below the date(s) on which Interline fax advertisements 
were received by you and submit your proof along with this Form: 

 
  

 
  

 
  
  



 

 

[Attach additional sheet(s) if necessary] 
 

** The decision of the Claims Administrator of the validity of any claim for 
Faxes will be final on all Settlement Class members.  If satisfactory proof of 
additional Faxes is not timely submitted and accepted, your settlement 
payment, if any, will be calculated based on the number of transmissions 
reflected in Interline’s records. 

 
3. TAX IDENTIFICATION NUMBER CERTIFICATION 

(IRS Form W-9) 
 

IRS regulations require that if the amount of the settlement check is $600 or more, 
Payee must provide an IRS Form W-9.  The Payee provided in Section 1 above must 
complete, sign and return the Form W-9 attached on the next page, together with 
this Form no later than March 9, 2015.  The name, address and tax identification 
information provided on the Form W-9 must match the Payee information provided 
in Section 1.  

 
** Please sign the Certification (Section 4 below).  If you don’t sign the 

Certification, the information provided on or with this Form may 
be disregarded.  

 
4. CERTIFICATION  
 

I certify under penalty of perjury that (a) the information I provided on this Form is true 
and correct; and (b) in the case of a business entity that I am an authorized representative 
of such business entity to provide the information in the Form. 

 
Signature:    
 
Print Name:    
 
Title/Position/Company:    
 

A properly signed and completed Form and IRS Form W-9, and any proof of additional Faxes 
must be provided no later than March 9, 2015 as follows: 
 

(a) By fax to: 1-866-508-1042 
 
OR 
 
(b) By mail to: 

 
Craftwood v. Interline Claims Administrator 

P.O. Box 43328 
Providence, RI  02940 
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